A J ournal Devoted to the Interests of Homoeopathy 
on the Coast. 


ORIGINAL ARTICLES. 


ANSWER THE HAHNEMANN COLLEGE. 


In July 1883, a circular was issued by the incorporators 
of the Hahnemann Medical College of San Francisco, invit- 
ing all homeopathic physicians on this coast to take up the 


stock in the proposed college; these stockholders were to 


select a Board of Trustees, and this latter body was to have 
full charge of the affairs of the institution, such as the selec- 
tion of the faculty, &c. 

In the first volume of the California Homcopath, atten- 
tion was repeatedly called to this matter, and an invitation 
extended to every homceopathic physician to take an interest 
in it, not only as a duty which he owed to the cause, but also 
to identify himself with the movement, to enable him to gain 
thereby a voice in its management. 


WM. BOERICKE, M.D. 
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We mention this fact to show that from the very beginning 
there was no desire on the part of the initiators of our col- 
lege to limit it to any particular set of men. ‘The opportu- 


nity presented itself to all alike—all were invited. Many did 


not respond in any way, some did not care to be identified — 
with it just then, while the future of the venture was uncertain, 
though willing enough to step in when success was assured: 
those who did come forward naturally had to assume the bur- 
den’, care and expense of the work. They did so willingly, 


and according to their ability and the best light they pos- 
sessed, assumed the management and appointed a faculty. _ 


At the end of the first year, it was found advisable in the 
interests of harmony and good work to drop Dr. Pease from 
the faculty, and at the end of the second year, to dispense ~ 
with Dr. McNeil. All institutions must undergo at times 
similar purifying processes, ridding themselves thereby of 
agents that ferment only discord and trouble. The same 


-motives that led the Board of Trustees to drop these two men 


actuated them at the time of the appointment of the first fac- 


ulty in refusing even to consider for a moment the name of 


Dr. Selfridge as a possible candidate for a chair in the col- 
lege. Consequently, the faculty was made up without him, 

however serious to the welfare of the college such a neglect 
must have seemed to the doctor; and we wish to deny right 
here, the truth of his statement published in a daily paper 


_ that he was offered a chair in our college by iy body author- 


ized to do so. 
This preliminary statement is necessary to get a correct 


idea of the. meaning of the attitude of these three men to- 


wards the college. 

The first Commencement of the Hahnemann Medical Col- 
lege of San Francisco, was held in October 84. At that 
time six candidates were graduated, having been regular 
students at this and other medical colleges for the requisite 
time and having passed a satisfactory examination. 

Besides the six regular diplomas issued, an Ad Eundem 
degree was given to Dr, Taubner. The reasons for doing so 
were briefly these: 

Dr. T. was a learned gentleman of upward of 70 years—a 
graduate both in philosophy and theology from the Universi- 
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ties of Giessen and of Berlin, Germany, who had, moreover, 
practiced medicine in Johnstown, Pa., for 17 years and had 
for nearly a generation been an enthusiastic lay homceopa- 
thist. The diploma was given him in recognition of his 
faithful devotion to the cause of Homceopathy. 

By a vote of the Faculty of the College (Drs. Pease and 
McNeil, both then members of the Faculty, concurring there- 


in) it was decided to give Dr. Taubner a degree, and the 


- Board of Trustees accordingly issued one, and in order to 
distinguish it from the regular diploma of the College, the 
words Ad Eundem were written in the lower right hand 

corner of said document by the Registrar of that year, Dr. 

French. Thus distinguished from the regular diplomas, it 
was presented to Dr. Taubner. 

Nothing more was heard about this matter until last May 
at the meeting of the State Society, when we were amazed to 
hear a most virulent attack upon the college, filled with per- 
sonal denunciation against the men connected with it. Still, 
though ostensibly made in this interest, it had been con- 
cocted in secret by the few disappointed ones who managed 
to get a following of some honorable members. 

Thus prepared it was sprung upon the society and for a 
moment it did, indeed, have a paralyzing effect; still, it was 


so palpable a trick that it failed in its purpose, but rather 


cemented the friends of the college into a harmonious body 
against the assaults of a common enemy. 

The charge made by Dr. Selfridge and supported by Sev- 
eral members of the society, who undoubtedly were imposed 
upon in the premises, was that the diploma granted to Dr. 
Taubner was a regular one, not having the words Ad Eundem 
written thereon, and that hence the college was guilty of hay- 
ing sold a diploma. To fortify the assertion, a photograph 
of the diploma was. produced, without any trace of the words. 
When asked to produce the original diploma for examination 
they did not respond, THOUGH IT ACTUALLY WAS IN THEIR PO§- 
SESSION Al’ THE VERY TIME. This is important in view of the 
subsequent development of facts. The charge was made so 
positively, so virulently and with what appeared very con- 
vincing testimony, that the representatives of the College 
were simply stunned, for they, one and all, knew that in ac- 
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cordance with the resolution of the Faculty, the words Ad 
Kundem had been written on the diploma as directed 


Unfortunateiy the Registrar was absent in Europe, thus 


depriving us of a most important witness against the ambi- 
tious conspirators. Had it not been that the majority of the 
Siate Society present at that meeting had ful! confidence in 
the College and had reason to mistrust the leaders of this 


tricky attack, the opposition would have carried everything 
‘before them and the truth would never have been discovered. 


As soon as the Registrar returned from Europe, a meeting 


of the Board of Trustees and of the Faculty was called, and 
each body appointed a committee to investigate this matter. 


It was some time before they could go to Sacramento for this 
purpose, but in | October last they started in ee of their 


object. 


The joint committee started out with the fact that the words 
Ad Eundem had been written on the diploma. They were cer- 


tain that they had been placed there from the testimony of 


the Faculty and the Registrar. Dr. French gave an affidavit 
(which appears below) to the effect that he had written them 
on the diploma. Observe also what appears from the follow- 


ing affidavit: 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Sacramento. 


William Boericke and H. C. French and E. i inate 


being first duly sworn, each for himself deposes and says: 


That on the 29th day of September, A. D., 1886, at Sac- 


ramento City, we examined the Diploma issued to Dr. 


Carolum Taubner, on the 30th day of October, 1884, by the 


Hahnemann Medical College of San Francisco, which exam- 


ination was made in the presence of Dr. C. Taubner and 


L. 8S. Taylor, a Notary Public. That said Diploma was first 


examined in the frame, and then by the consent of Dr. 


Taubner was removed from its frame, and then carefully 


examined. That at the lower right-hand corner of said 
Diploma were marks of a sharp instrument, abrading the 
surface of the parchment, the same as would be necessary in 
erasing written or printed words: which abrasion was on the 
lower edge, and extending a little more than an inch and 


being about a quarter of an inch wide. That we also by a. 
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careful comparison of said Diploma, with one of the blanks 
used, we found the said Diploma had been mutilated by 


cutting a strip from the bo{tom of the parchment between 


g and half an inch in width, commencing at the lower right- 

hand corner and gradually narrowing until it was }4 of an 

inch at the left-hand lower corner. © 

‘That at the same time the words ‘‘Pro Honoris Causa” 
were written into the body of said Diploma by E. A. Schreck. 


That the parchment used for Diplomas by said Medical 


College, is of uniform size, as used during the year 1884. 


H. C. Frencg, 

Wma. BogrrIckE, 

EK. A. SCHRECK. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of Sep- 


tember, 1886. L. 8. Taytor, Notary Public. 


I, L. S. Taylor, a Notary Public, hereby certify that I was | 


present at the examination of the Diploma mentioned in this 
affidavit and saw the evidence of erasures and mutilation, and 


I believe the statement within to be correct, and that the 


evidences of erasures and mutilation are conclusive. _ 
L. 8S. Taytor, Notary Public. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, si 
County of Sacramento, {| ~~ 


Hays C. French, being first daly SWOrn, Says: That I 


was Registrar of the Medical College mentioned in the fore- — 


going affidavit. I, by direction of the Medical Faculty of 
said College, wrote on the lower right-hand corner of said 
Diploma, the words ‘‘Ad Eundew,” and then delivered said 
Diploma to the proper officers. And said words were on 
said Diploma when said Diploma was delivered to Dr. 
Taubner. The said words have been cut off and erased from 
said Diploma, without my knowledge or consent. 


H. C. FRENCH. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of Sep- 
tember, 1886. L. S. Taytor, Notary Public. 


On arriving in Sacramento, the diploma, then hanging in 
Dr. T’s study framed, was cursorily looked at, and at once 
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Dr. French, the ex-registrar saw what he believed to be evi- 
dence of erasure, where the words ad E. had been written by 
him. This necessitated closer examination and so, in pres- 
ence of Dr.T. himself, and a Notary Public—a periect stranger 
to every member of the Committee, the diploma was taken 
from the frame and inspected without the frame, Now the 
evidence of erastire was convincing to all present. But 
something else was discovered. By carefully and exactly com- 
paring the diploma with a blank of the same year, it was 
discovered that besides the erasure, the diploma was cué in 
such a manner as to escape notice, namely, $ of an inch at 
the lower right hand corner where the words ad E. had been 
written, and gradually and imperceptibly tapering down to 
zs of an inch on the left edge. These facts are set forth in 
the affidavits of the committee and the Notary Public. 

The Committee, in order to restore the import of the 
changed document asked the Registrar, Mr. Schreck, also a 
member of this Committee, in presence of Dr. T., the ndtary 
and Drs. French and Boericke, the other members of the 
committee, to rectify it. And since the first issuing of the 
diploma, the question had been raised, whether an Honorary 
would not have been preferable to an Ad Kundem Diploma, 
he wrote in the body of the diploma in large letters the words, 
Pro Causa Honoris, by which act and words, the diploma was 
again changed from a regular one to the character originally 
intended for it. 

So far as the State Society is concerned, this startling dis- 
covery of the Committee fully vindicates the College, and 
_ proves the grave charge made by Dr. Selfridge to the State 
Society to be erroneous, and apparently based upon a crimi- 
nal fraud. 

_Itis not necessary to follow the matter any farther, as our 
object merely is to give the facts as they actually are, and 
thereby vindicate the action of the College so far as the char- 
acter of the Diploma granted to Dr. Taubner is concerned. 
We admit that the words were not putin the most appropri- 
ate place; stfll, they undeniably constituted it a purely hon- 
orary diploma. 

It seems to us that it is a matter of some importance to 
every homeopathic physician and every member of the State 
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Society, fully to understand the above facts in order to judge 


of the animus that prompted that attack at the last meeting. 


There are some questions that may well be asked, for in- 
stance: Why did the opposition go to the trouble and ex- 
pense of a photograph, when they had such entire possession 
and control of the original doeument as to be able to produce wt 
at the meeting of the State Society, 1f they had so desired, and 
were asked why they did not do so? Surely any direct and fair 
way of testing the question whether the words were there or 
not would need nothing more than a simple inspection of the 


original document and not the subterfuge.of a photograph. 


Again, how did Drs. McNeil and Pease get possession of 
the Diploma atall? What right did Dr. McNeil have to in- 
timidate the old gentleman and thus morally force him to 


sive itup? If itis said that Dr. Pease as Secretary of the - 


Board of Examiners had the right to obtain it, it still ought 


to be explained how it was that Dr. McNeil, a perfect 
stranger to Dr. 'T'aubner, a man unconnected with the Board | 


_of Examiners, or any other body having any right to question 


any diploma, happened to do so. Andif Dr. P. acted in his 


capacity as Secretary of the Board, we are amazed, for we 
never heard of such’a method of procedure. 

Again, it is not a little singular that this supposed fraud- 
ulent diploma should not have been discovered by the two 
chief movers of the attack on the college until both were re- 
lieved of their connection with the college, it having been 


found that their services were no longer required. They did 


not resign but were simply dropped. One of them, Dr. 
MeNeil, retained his chair one year after the granting of the 
disputed diploma, and all that time we heard nothing against 


the integrity of the institution, but no sooner was he dis- 


posed of, than all virtue and morality left. 


It may be well right here to state that it will be useless to 
allege that the College sold an honorary degree, for the rea- 
son that Dr. T. took out his regular course tickets, for which 
he paid the usual fees; that thereafter, finding that he would 
not be able to take the course, and believing him to be 
entitled to such honors and recognition as the College could 
give him, the honorary degree was conferred, and thereafter 
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there is of that. 


all and thus had no right to an “Ad Eundem” degree. This 


praeclara specimina Doctoris Philosophie Honores et 
‘quascunque immunitates prerogativas jura ac privilegia tisdem 
—annexa ritu et more majorum sub sigillo Academiae majore.” 
 Itis not for the officers of the College to show how the 


the erasure and mutilation of the diploma. We did all we 


‘lor, a Notary Public, in and for the said County and State, 
City, who being first duly sworn says: That he is the per- 
son to whom the Honorary Diploma was, on the 30th day of 


_ that I did not cut, or in any manner mutilate said Diploma, 
and that the same was not cut, or erased or mutilated with 


he never called for the return of his money. That is all 
Again, itis asserted that Dr. Taubner was not a graduate at 


is false. The following is an exact copy of the words of Dr. 


Taubner’s degree, given to him by the University of aneniee, 
Germany, May 20th, 1835: 


‘‘Post exhibita ac comprobata et ingenii et eruditionis doctrin- 


words “‘Ad Eundem,” written in the right lower corner of Dr. 
Taubner’s diploma have disappeared—not for us to explain 


could to restore it to its real meaning when we discovered 
the fraud. To show, however, that the aged doctor is inno- 
cent, for we fear this virulent and disappointed minority 
would not place him above suspicion, we append a copy of 
an affidavit relative to this point: 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Sacramento, 


On this 18th day of October 1886, before me, L. S. Tay- 


personally appeared Dr, Charles Taubner, of Sacramento 


October 1884, duly issued to me, by the Hahnemann Med- 
ical College, of San Francisco. And I do solemnly swear 


my knowledge or consent, but was cut, erased and mutilated 
by some one unknown to me. CHARLES TAUBNER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of Octo- 
ber, 1886. L. S. Tayzor, Notary Public. 


‘One word more and it is our last. 


That personal spite against some of the officers of the col- 
lege i is at the bottom of the whole trouble is perfectly obvi- 
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ous from the fact that the minority assured us in a commu- > 


nication that they were willing to give up the fight if we 
dismissed three men froni our councils; the three who were 

especially objectionable to them. Indeed, this was coupled 
with expressions that look very much like blackmail, for they 
added that unless we did this a certain article would be pub- 
lished which would destroy the college. Now if the charges 
they made against the college had their foundation in fact, 
and were true, what moral right have these self constituted 
judges to sell the duty of conviction for a paltry satisfaction 


of personal spite? What right have they to compromise to 
any extent? 


Besides this unmanliness however, there is some dirty — 
to be exposed, for which this minority is certainly respon: 


sible, even though indirectly. | 
We copy a part of an anonymous communication which 


was addressed to the Dean and received by him on the day 


following the meeting of the State Society, and as none but 
actual members were then present, one may draw his own 


conclusions as to whence it came. While we cannot repro- 


duce the filthy aspect of the letter, which doubtless corre- 
sponds to the writer’s mental capacity, we copy enough of its 
contents to show the personal animus that prompted it: 


be 


SAN FRANCISCO, May 15, ‘86. 


“Dr. Currier:—Do you not think after Wednesday Eve's 
proceedings, that the best thing you can do is to resign your 
positionas Dean?. . . . . . . There were three men 
_ present at the last Meeting that are bound to overthrow you. 
that you have commenced the fight 


we will continue it. N. 


“P, §. You will find out it don’t pay tg dismiss whom 
you see fit from the College.” 


Much more ofa similar character might be given to show | 


up the true inwardness of this ‘‘ minority,” so like the Phar- 
isee of old, who, when he went up into the temple to pray, 
recited his numerous virtues, making ~-his worship a self-lau- 
dation; so this minority of the State Society commences its 


every act by-asserting the purity and spotlessness of its mo-- 


tives Alas, that this virtue is not genuine—is but a cloak 
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assumed for the occasion, for a genuine virtue and true love 
for a cause never stoops to methods of criticism such as 
those adopted by this self-righteous minority. There isa 
right way of investigating the acts of a college, and we court 
such investigation; again, there is the eminently just and 
fraternal way of pointing out errors that are almost unavoid- 
able and likely to occur in every new venture, and if the 
object to be attained is indeed the good of the cause, as is so 
loudly proclaimed, it seems to us that concocting a scheme 
in secret and then suddenly springing it upon a body before 
communicating with it, is hardly the way to advance the 
interests of the cause. 


J. A. ALBERTson, M.D. 
J. N. M.D. 
C. B. Currier, M.D. 
SIDNEY Wort, A. B., M.D. 
Wm. Borricxe, M.D. 
W. E. LEDYARD, B.A., M. B., M. C. Eng. 
GEO. H. PALMER, M.D. 
R. H. Curtis, M.D. 
C. Frencg, M.D. 
A. ©. Pererson, M.D. 
W. A. Dewey, M.D. 
S. P. Burpicx, M.D. 
. J. W. Warp, M.D. 
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DIETARY RULES FOR EPILEPTIC PATIENTS. 
By CHARLES PORTER HART, Wyomrna, Ouro. 


In the February number of the Hahnemannian Monthly, 
Prof. Lilienthal takes us to task for having omitted, in our 
work on Nervous Diseases, all reference to dietary rules, es- 
pecially in the case of epileptic patients. He says:—‘‘We 
looked through Rane’s Pathology, Hart’s Diseases of the 
Nervous System, Jahr’s Forty Years’ Practice, Jousset’s Ele- 
ments de Medicine Practique, etc., and nowhere do we find 
rules laid down how the afflicted should live to obviate the 
dire paroxysms of this disease.” 

The charge is a just one, at least so far as my own work is 
concerned; and yet there is some excuse for it, rising partly 
fromthe imperfect knowledge we have of the subject, and 
partly from the difficulty of successfully applying such rules 
as may be properly formulated. The fact is, géneral dietetic 
rules are seldom applicable in these cases. If in medicine, 
‘each case is a law unto itself,” much more is this true as 
regards the diet, since the circumstances and conditions, 


which would render a certain kind of diet appropriate in one 


case would, in all probability utterly fail to prevent an 
‘‘explosion” of the disease in a vast majority ot similar cases, 


so great is the degree ef cortical irritability in epilepsy even 


after the causa irritans has been removed. Hence it is, that 
every author that has written on the subject at all, has been 
careful to insist upon the fact that the strictest individiaal- 
zation is necessary in every case. 

In the article referred to, Prof. Lilienthal has collected 
the combined experience of the profession on the subject, 
and has left but little of importance for me to add to the 
common fund. There is, however, one principle for the 
— Selection of diet in epileptic cases, which I have never seen 
mentioned by anv author, but which I have found more prac- 
ticably useful in warding off the impending paroxysm than 
any other. As is well known, the. paroxysms, in the great 


majority of epileptics, occur habitually either during anti- 


meridian hours or else during post-meridian hours. Now, I 
have found that the former, especially those which occur 
between midnight and 6 o'clock A. M., are almost always 


i 


“ Pom. - = << 
¢ 


~ 


= ~ 


~~, 


3 


al 


aa ry 
~ 


\ 
‘ 
> 
A | 
7 
i* 
a 4% 
4 
y 
1 Le 
dit 
| 
tg 
j 
3 # 
at 
‘ 
“a 
ME 
{ 
a 
5, 
ba 
Ty 
RYE 
é 
q 
Bi 
‘i 
tg 
; 
be 
be 
| we 
“BSS 
tg 
a 
| 
4 
2 
al t 
5 
%, 
bin, 
he 
ad 
ph 
yr 
ed 
ve 4 
“a 


76 THE CALIFORNIA HoMC@OPATH. 


benefited by a stimulating nitrogenous form of diet, and hence 
I am in the habit of prescribing for such patients a prepon- 
derance of animal food, or else a midnight meal, with or 
without a glass of sherry, according to circumstances. The 
other variety of cases will generally do best on a light non- 
stimulating, or vegetable form of diet, with or without milk 
dict, as the individual constitution of the patient may be 
found to require. 
From what I have just said, it will rightly be inferred that 
I give but a qualified assent to what is known as ‘‘Bridges’ 
Diet” in the treatment of epilepsy. It is but just, however, 
_ that the reasoning on which this special form of diet is placed, 
should be given in its author’s own words. Hesays: ‘The 
frequent occurrence of the convulsive seizures which occur 
in the course of epilepsy, is due, there is every reason to 
suppose, to an explosion of what we are compelled t@ call, 
for want of a better term, nerve force. 


“Now we know that of the four main elements of which the 
human body is composed, carbon, hydrogen, oxygen and 
phosphorous, nitrogen is the one which has the fewest and 
weakest chemical affinities, and we also know that exactly, 
by reason of this chemical peculiarity, nitrogen is a neces- 

sary element in all the most powerful explosives. We have, 
therefore, just reason to conclude that it plays a very im- 
portant part in those nervous explosions of which we have 
spoken. It is then quite as reasonable to limit in epilepsy 
the amount of nitrogen supplied by the medium of our food 
stuffs, as it is to limit the supply of articles containing sugar 
and starch in diabetes mellitus. Not only, however, may 
we limit the actual amount of nitrogen taken, we may give it 
in'that form in which it is apparently digested and broken 
up in the easiest manner. It is a fairly well-attested 
scientific fact, and one that accords with personal experience, 
that the nitrogenous compounds which we use as foods, and 
which are supplied from the vegetable kingdom, are more 
easily broken up and assimilated by the economy than those 
derived from the animal kingdom. The reason of this dif- 
ference is one not very easily explained. The best explana- 
tion, perhaps, that can be offered is that in regard to the 
digestibility of foods in general, it may be said that the 
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more concentrated a food is the more difficult is it of assim- 
ilation. Eggs and cheese, two substances exceptionally rich 
in nitrogen, are familiar proofs of this. The same, to a 


lesser extent, may be said of meat. I am well aware that . 


peas and beans contain a larger percentage of nitrogen than 
meat; but, on the other hand, those substances are mixed 
with a far larger proportion of carbon, and furthermore, as 
compared with meat, do not enter nearly so largely into 
ordinary vegetarian diet as does the latter in the ménu of a 


mixed feeder—furthermore, more water is used in their 
cooking, and is absorbed by them and eaten with them than 
is the case with meat, and they are,. therefore, contrary to. 


what we might expect at first sight, really more dilute foods 
than are the various fleshy articles of diet. The same 
applies, but with greater force, to the cereals. _ 

“*My argument, may, however, seem to tell against my- 
self, for it might be said: well, since animal albuminoids are 
less digestible than vegetable ones, it follows that less of the 
first will be taken up, with the result of a decreased supply 


of nitrogen to the body at large. This conclusion, however, 
is incorrect. The result of the deficient digestion of any 


albuminoid is, partly at least, that imperfectly prepared 


peptones are liable to be absorbed into the system, and it is 


mainly with the further conversion of these that the liver has 
trouble. 


ee appeal from theory to practice. Take a case of feeble 


digestion, due to general atony, and not to any special di- 


gestive derangement, and give to that individual a meal of 


meat and bread, and he will very shortly afterwards develop 


the well known symptoms of atonic dyspepsia. Give to the 


same man a dish of Revalenta, of crushed wheat meal or of . 


oatmeal porridge with bread, and let such meal contain ex- 
actly the same amount of nitrogen as in the one composed 
mainly of meat, and he will, as a rule, suffer little, if at all. 
This is the real secret of the enormous sale in this country 
of Revalenta Arabica. I have at present many dyspeptics 
under my care, who take that form of diet without the least 
inconvenience, and to whom the painless digestion of meat 
is apparently impossible. 

‘Amongst substances, however, that are derived from 
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animals, and which contain nitrogen, milk is the only one 
that is an exception to the above rule, and this simply be- 
cause the nitrogen it contains is in a very dilute form. 

‘‘ We, therefore, come to this conclusion: In epilepsy we 
have a disease in which it is very necessary to regulate ex- 
actly the amount of nitrogen. It is also desirable that all the 
organs of the body, and therefore the stomach and liver, 
should be kept in as healthy a state as possible. Vegetable 
nitrogenous compounds and milk and its preparations (but- 
termilk, skim-milk, koumiss, etc.) enable us to obtain both — 
ends, and we, therefore, in our treatment of epilepsy, should 
entirely or almost so, discard the use of flesh foods. oe 
meat soups are objectionable. Though apparently 

very dilute they really are highly concentrated foods, the 
- water with which the meat juice is mixed being absorbed 
with great rapidity by the stomach. The result is that ina 
_ few minutes after swallowing, a thickish meat jelly only is left. 

‘‘Basing my deductions in the foregoing premises, I have 
for some time past been in the habit of treating all cases of 
epilepsy by the vegetarian system, though I hasten to ex- 
plain that L am no vegetarian myself nor do I yecommend, as 
is generally done by gentlemen of that persuasion, that par- 
ticular style of feeding as a sovereign preventative and sure 
remedy for all the ills of life. 

“Tt will scarcely be necessary to give any exact dietary 
which, of course, varies with the means of my patient and 
his surroundings. lpileptics are of all people most anxious 
to be rid of their complaint and will better follow out, at 
least that 1s my experience, more than any other class of pa- 
tients, the rules laid down for their guidance. 

‘‘All I can say is, that the greatest possible iii is 
often to be derived, especially in those still retaining fair 
stamina, from keeping the supply of nitrogen down below 
that laid down as necessary for the maintenance of health in 
the ordinary physiological hand-books. This is especially 
true of those who take little exercise.” 

As before stated, however, 1 have found by actual experi- 
ence, that in anaemic cases, and also where paroxysms occur 
at night, especially after midnight, that a highly nitrogenized 
diet is, in most cases, decidedly beneficial. 
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CLINICAL ITEMS. 


Antimon Ars. is an ,excellent remedy for pericarditi§8 and 
pleuritis. It will aid in causing the exudation to disappear. 
Dr. Marres. 


Quinine in Alcohol, one dram toa pint, is recommended for 


e@XcCessive sweating. It yields good results. 


Ichthyol (a distillation product of a peculiar bituminous 


sulphurous mineral obtained from the deposits of antedilu- 


vian fish in T'yro)) found an excellent remedy in Ltheumatism 
and gout—given in 3-5 drop doses and to be given for several 
months in chronic forms. Externally also, it is found very 
efficient in muscular rheumatism and neuralgia, burns, 
wounds and skin diseases. 


Salicylate of Lithium is another. preparation for rheuma- 


tism, and in-acute articular rheumatism it relieves the pain | 


which often remains in the joint after the swelling has dis- 
appeared. It is especially beneficial in fibrous rheumatism. 
As large doses as sixty grains have been given daily. 


Napthalin 3x cured a case of chronic gonorrhoea while the 


patient took it fora spasmodic cough, after other remedies 
had failed.— Dr. Havpr. 


Antipyrin controls the fever of phihisis better than all 
other drugs. According to Dr. Bettleheim, it lowers the 
_ temperature rapidly in all curable and incurable cases. 


Bromide of Arsenic is said to be almost specific for Acne, 
especially for the pustular form. Use one-per-cent solution 
in alcohol, one to two minims in a little water, two or three 
times a day. Hot water locally. 


Carbo veg. the first remedy for Epistaxis. 
for fifteen years. Dose 5x trit. 3 powders daily. 
A. P, Macomser. 


Used no other 
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Conium Baths in Eczema.--Two handfuls of conium leaves 
placed in a tepid bath and patient lies in it for 20 minutes. 


Itching entirely relieved and skin rendered sound.——Pacific 
fecord. 


Carduus mar is a valuable remedy in affections of the liver, 


spleen and kidneys (Leucocythemia) when caused by abuse 


of alcohol, especially beer and for workers under ground, 


miners, etc. Follows well after Merram, Nux, Graphites, when 


these fail. 


Ammon. brom 2x Trit. two or 3 times a day is a sovereign 


remedy for cough and coryza—whether it be a recent case or 
one of long standing. Old chronic coughs are quickly cured 


by it, also laryngeal! catarrhs. 


‘Psorinum in obstinate constipation of children, will be 
found curative after all other remedies fail. 


toe Tatantile Dose of 
grain daily: The cure is accomplished within 10 days. 


Personal Notes, Locations, Ete. 


Dr. F. M. Houmpurey of 32 Warren St., Boston, Mass., would like to be- 


~ come associated with some older physician wb has a large practice. Com- 


municate with him. 


Pror. E. 8. Cuark of the Hahnemann College is prepared to make exam- 


inations of urine, chemically and microscopically, also. tests for poisons and 


also examines diseased tissues. Address 1320 Webster St , San Francisco. 


Tue Trustees of the Hahnemann Medical College announce to the pro- 
fession that they have opened a Medical and Surgical Hospital, at 3009 Sacra- 


mento Street. The profession is invited to send and treat their patients at 
this place. | | 


THE next course of lectures at the Hahnemann Medical College opens the 
first Tuesday in May. The new accessions to the faculty include the honored 
SAMUEL LILIENTHAL recently from New York, and Dr. Tispaue of Alameda. 
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is about visiting Oregon and Washington Territory, 


and-will call on all the homosopathic physicians whose addresses he has. Give 


him a welcome. 


Mrs. Dr. S. Nicuozs of Petaluma, writes that a good opening for another 


homeeopathic physician is at Petaluma, as her health necessitates a change of. 
residence and she is willing to leave just so soon as a successor has arrived. 


She will gladly communicate with any one desiring to take her place. 


Dr. Tayior of Amity, Oregon, wants a smart young Doctor for MeMinn- 


ville, Yam Hill County, Oregon, 7 miles from Amity. The doctor purposes to. 


take a vacation for several months and will introduce a new comer. 


De Gy w. ee has removed from Los Gatos and opened a an office at 132 
Sixth street, San Francisco. 


: THE Homeceopathic Aid Association held a meeting at 100 State Street, 


- Chicago, January 18th, for the election of a Board of Directors. The mem- 


_ bership was well represented. The directors elected were A. L. Sweet, C. C. 
_ Hoskins and W. B. Moraan for one year. Gro. W. Woopsury, W. H. LEonaARD 


M. J. McGrartu, T. C. Duncan and Jas. G. 


and Jas. D. Craic for two years. 


Gricurist for two years. The officers elected for the year were: A.L. 
SwEET, President; W. Woopsury, lst Vice-President; W. H. Lronarp, 
2nd. Vice-President; M. J. McGratn, Secretary; Samuet P. Hepess, Treas- 
urer; T. C. Duncan, Medical Director; and Jenkins & Harxness, Attorneys. 
The reports showed the Association to be in a flourishing condition. 


M. J. McGratu, Secretary. 


SELECTIONS. 


DYSMENORRHGA. 
Pror. J. T. KENT, M. D., Sz. Lovts. 


Mattie E.—, et. twenty-three. 
nisus, which occurred at thirteen, she has suffered great pain 
at every period, which has been every three weeks. Pain in 
the uterus and down the limbs. Before and during she has 


suffered from an empty, hungry, all-gone feeling in the stomach 
(Sepia, Murex, Ignatia); she cannot stand long on the feet, 


the pain is so much aggravated; cold feet, great dizziness . 


when going up stairs, voracious appetite. 
The fact that this difficulty dated back to puberty guided 
me to Calc. phos. She never had any more pain. This 


Since the first menstrual - 
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young lady was compelled to avoid any engagment that might 


come on her sick day, as she was compelled to keep her bed 
most of the first day. Her expressions of gratitude have 


often cheered me, and her praise has brought me much busi- 


ness. 


So important is Calcaria phos. in the painful affections of 


the uterus connected with puberty, and resulting from bad 
habits or neglected advice at that time, that I feel like em- 
_phasizing this feature of it. It is a common practice in rural 


districts for girls at puberty to wade in water and do many 
careless things, thereby laying foundation for dysmenorrhea 


and sterility. The complaints growing out of these causes 
find their remedy in Cale. phos. in a very large number of 
instances. 


Miss X——, twenty-four years old, had suffered from dys- 


menorrhcea since puberty. She always kept her bed during 


the day. Menses a few days too soon and profuse, lasting 
five days. The pain was labor-like, and there was some 
bearing down in the vagina, with a sensation as if the parts 
would protrude. She often felt as if her menses would come 


on at different times during tne interim, and sometimes a 
sexual flame annoyed her, Generally she was robust and 


free from complaint. Cale, BRO8. cured this lady in two 
months. 

She was an orphan, having no mother to sacha her, there- 
for exposure at the time that she most needed to exercise 


_ judgment, brought on the suffering that lasted ten years 


before she obtained the appropriate remedy. This patient 
had submitted to local treatment without palliation. She 


had been told that internal medication could not benefit her. 


_ Miss Susie C——, twenty-two years old, consulted me for 
dysmenorrhea. Her menses came very much too soon, and 
lasted from seven to ten days. The flow was dark and clotted 
the first three or four days; the severe pain was at the begin- 


_ ning; she got some relief after passing membranes. She | 
complained of aphthous patches in the mouth and sometimes 
on the labia. She always had a leucorrhea several days 


before menstruation, white-of-egg like and ropy. Her pains 
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were often labor-like, constricting (Cactus), extending into 
the back and up the back (Gels.), and down the thighs (Cham. ), 
and sometimes to the stomach, causing vomiting. She would 
always weep from music (Natrum) and grow sick and become 


frightened when going down from the top of any high build- 
ing in an elevator. 


She got Borax 3m at proper intervals. The result was sat-° 


isfactory. The second period was painless and normal. The 
relief in this case has been permanent.—Homeopathic Physician. 


-HOM@OPATHIC THERAPEUTICS. 


Parztra Brava.—The well-marked symptoms of this drug, 
as they appeared first in Lippe’s Teat-Book of Materia Medica, 


and with some additions, subsequently in Hering’s Condensed 


Materia Medica, have been, so far as we know, all that there 
is in Homoeopathy concerning it. No proving is given in 


Allen’s Encyclopedia, and in response to an inquiry by Dr. 


Allen, Dr. Lippe stated that the symptoms as given in the 
Text-Book were wholly clinical; that there was no proving. 


When, therefore, an article headed Proving of Pareira Brava 


appeared in the last number of Allgemeine Homcopathische 
Zeitung for 1886, we hoped for what we had long desired: a 
proving of the drug upon the healthy. 


The remedy is, one upon which we rely in all ery yore 
when the symptomé call for it, and with it we once made a 
notable cure of a condition, depending probably upon 
litheemia, which might be called neuralgia of the bladder. 
The symptoms were chiefly, a dull aching in the region of the 
bladder, becoming severe at times, so as to be likened toa 
toothache, and the patient expressed it as a ball of painful 
sensation about the size of a large orange or a feeling as if the 
bladder was distended with pain. 
noticeable after urinating and would then last for an hour or 
more. Berberis vulg. helped fora time and amelioration 
was given by Lac caninum while Ruta aggravated the condi- 
tion. As the trouble continued distinct neuralgic pains 
made themselves manifest about the hips and thighs and only 


The condition was most 
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after they had located repeatedly in the anterior crural region 


(going downward) was Pareira prescribed. ‘The effect was 
immediate and permanent, some slight returns of the trouble 
afterwards being overcome by the same remedy. But a pe- 
culiarity in the case was that the urine was always clear, of 


-high specific gravity, rather strongly urinous in odor and with 
not e trace of pus. At times there was an increase of mucus. 


The symptom, pain going down the thigh, called our attention to 
Pareira, and through this indication the chief and most dis- 


tressing one, sensution as if the bladder was distended with pain, 
relieved. 


It has been our desire to make a proving of this drug, and 
we have been only waiting until the medical schools close so 
that competent provers can be obtained under favorable cir- 


cumstances to do so. 


The proving in Germany was done by Dr. Lembke of Riga. | 


He began on October 10, 1886, taking 10 drops of the tinct-— 


ure in the morning and 10 drops again at night; on the 11th 
a half-teaspoonful was taken and repeated in the evening. — 
On the 12th 1 teaspoonful at 6 a. M., at 9 A. M., and again at 
8 Pp. M.; and on the 13th at A. M., and 7p M., re- 


spectively. 


Except that stools became hard and the urine was some- 
what darker in tint, no influence was exerted by the drug. 


. Dr, Lembke thinks it possible that the specimen of the 


+ root which he used for making his tincture and which an- 


swered the description given in Hubner’s Lexicon (1741), may 


have been so old and dried up as to be worthless. It isa 


matter of surprise that a drug whose repute was formerly so 


- high in bladder affections, and whose value in our dilutions 


has been so often tested, should not have ere this received a 


thorough proving according to our methods.—Ed. H. R. 


CEANOTHUS IN AFFECTION OF THE SPLEEN.—By Dr. G. Proll, 


of Meran.—A married lady, aged 40, black hair, dark skin, 


brown eyes, elongated face, with inherited gout, had differ- 
ent abdominal complaints since her marriage with an unsym- 


pathetic husband. The most severe troubles were a perl- 
tonitis, the resulting exudation from which gives rise at times 
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to discomfort, and especially an affection of the spleen, as a 


consequence of intermittent fever, with almost constant dig- 
ging, gnawing pain which deprived her of all desire for food 
or even of living. At the same time she was annoyed by ob- 
stinate constipation and urinary disturbance. She walked 
bent forwards and with.some insecurity. Respiration and 
circulation normal. I gave Ceanothus 3, 1 drop every three 


hours in a teaspoonful of water. 


Within seven days there 


was a notable improvement, and in seven more days complete 


cessation of the splenic pains, as also of the other troubles. 


Now, after a year, this lady writes me that she can walk 
upright; that her desire for life has returned, and that when- 


ever any sign of a return of the old 


symptoms occurs she is 


always immediately helped by Ceanothus. 


ANTIMONY IN SKIN ArrEction—By Dr. G. Proll, of Meran. 


—A gentle, blonde girl, aged four, with tendency to fat, had 
disordered her stomach by over-eating, and for several weeks 


has had on the middle of each cheek and on the back of the > 


hands, as also behind both ears, a red papular eruption, be- 
coming in a few days vesicular and then pustular; very simi- 
lar in appearance to varicella-pustules, but wanting the black 


central point; then yellowish-brown crusts formed, which 


fell off, but new vesicles and pustules appeared behind the 


ears and on the nape of the neck. 


The mother feared that 


the child had caught the disease from her playmates. When 
I was called the eruption had existed three weeks. All the 


functions were normal, except there 


and want of appetite. I gave Antimonium crudum 5 trit., a 


was white-coated tongue 


dose (as much as will lie on the point of a knife) three times 


aday. In one day the child was better, and in a week the 


pustules diminished, and soon after entirely disappeared.- — 


Hom. Zeit., Bd. 118, No. 24. 


THREE Cases CurED witH HEcLA Lava—By A. P. Bowie, 


M. D., Uniontown, Pa.—Mrs. A. After the extraction of a 


molar tooth, she has had violent pain in the upper jaw which 


no domestic remedies will relieve. 


Jaw is sore and swelled, 
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and painful to touch. The R Hecla lava 30, in water, a dose. 
every half-hour, relieved the pain entirely in a short time. 


John ——, a colored lad, aged 15, had a sore tooth which 
was extracted and ever since then there has been an enlarge- 
ment of the lower jaw, near the cavity of the tooth, which 
has grown now to the size of a hickory nut and can be seen 
very plainly as the cheek bulges out, and it is hard to the 
touch. It has now lasted for several months and seems to be 


growing larger. k. Hecla lava 30, one powder night and 
‘morning, removed the growth in one month’s time. © 


But the most remarkable effects of the remedy \ were Ob- | 


tained in the case of my brother, who for several years had 


been affected with a growth of a polypoid character and 
which commenced in the antrum Highmorianum and from 


thence encroached upon the adjacent structures so as to de- 


form the face, forcing the eyeball upwards and everting the 
lid and obstructing the nostrils; and downwards into the 
mouth, so that breathing and mastication were both seriously 
impeded. The concomitant symptoms were epistaxis, head-— 


ache and difficult swallowing. After various remedies were 


used in the case with no effect, I prescribed Hecla lava 30, 
in frequent doses, and with the result of curing the tumor en- 
tirely. Of course some deformity remains, but the growth 
has entirely disappeared and now, after the lapse of several 
years, there has been no return. 


Srrontia Constrpation—By Dr. A. P. Bowie, Uniontown, 
Pa.—Mrs. L. After a tedious labor, the bowels were obsti- - 
nately constipated, for which several remedies were ineffect- 
ually prescribed, and for which enemata did no good. A 
careful examination revealed the following symptoms: Stools 
largo and hard, expelled with great effort, followed by great 
pain in the anus of a burning character, lasting a long time, 
and obliging her to lie down. Anus violently contracted 
alter stool. Complains of coldness in spots in calves of legs. 


Strontia carb. 6 was prescribed with entire relief. —Penna. 
State Transactions. 
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GinanTHE Crocata IN Eprtepsy—By J. Richey Horner, 
Alleghany City, Pa.—Harriet P., xt. 37, gives a history of 
an attack of chorea at the age of seven years. This con- 
tinued to affect her until the menses made their appearance, 
at which time she dates the commencement of attacks of 
epileptiform convulsions. These were noticeably aggravated 
while she was menstruating, but she suffered from them also 
between the cycles, The following description given me by 


a companion gives their general character: ‘‘She has two 


kinds of fits—one we call a funny spell, and comes on very 


suddenly. She will jump up, and turn over the wash-stand 
or chair; once she started toward the stove, and a number of 


times she has torn her clothes or cut the buttons off her 


dress. If any one interferes with her, she will fight or be- | 


come very violent. She will continue in this condition 
fifteen minutes or more, and then recover her senses or normal 


condition as quickly as she lost them. She will know nothing 


of what has occurred. In the other kind she will suddenly 
shriek, throw up her hands, and fall back unconscious, froth- 
ing at the mouth, the eyeballs turned up, and the limbs and 
whole body violently jerking and twitching. This will con- 


tinue for a few minutes, and then she will gradually recover. 


She is very weak after a spell like this, but is not so affected 
by the other kind.” 


About the middle of June, my attention was called to her 
case. She had been particularly violent for the preceding 


two months, the attacks coming on almost daily, and each 


one worse than its predecessor. I prescribed Cinanthe cro- 
cata 3x, three times daily. For two weeks no noticeable 
effect was produced. Then three weeks elapsed, and no at- 
tacks. In the next two weeks she had four attacks, and dur- 
ing the succeeding two weeksnone. She has had in all about 
ten attacks during the three months she has been taking the 
remedy. No other measures were adopted.—Penna. State 
Transactions. 


Coven Curep py ManGaNnuM Mer.—By W. J. Martin, 
D., Pittsburgh, Pa.—A lady consulted me last spring for a 
cough with which she had been troubled all winter. It was 
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a dry, almost constant cough, with irritation under the ster- 


num, and aggravation from talking, laughing, walking, and 


deep inspiration. She said she had taken a great deal of 
Phosphorus which she had purchased at the homeopathic 
pharmacy, and that it always helped her, but did not entirely 
cure her. I gave Phos. 200. In a week she reported no 
better. On closer questioning to get more symptoms, she 
gave me this peculiar and important one: her cough is always 
better when lying down; it will stop when she lies down and not 


trouble her again till she gets up. 


I had read, several years ago, in the Hahnemannian 


Monthly, a little article from the pen of the late Professor 
Farrington, giving the cure of a cough with this unusual 
symptom by Manganum met. and I had not forgotten it; +1 
‘gave my patient Manganum met. 12, a dose every four hours, 
- with the happiest result. When she called again, her cough 
was better, and has not returnéd.—Penn. State Transactions. 


oF Sciatica By CoLocynta.—By Charles Mohr, M. D., 
Philadelphia.—Casz I. A shoemaker had had a right- aided 
sciatica with lameness for eight years. Various treatments 
had been employed sisnanilandie. He finally applied for 
treatment at the clinics of the Hahnemann College, his posi- 
tion, while awaiting attention, suggesting the curative remedy. 
He was sitting on a chair, leaning forward, and_ pressing his 


hands firmly into the abdomen, as if to relieve pain. Investi- 


gation then revealed the fact that prior to each exacerbation 
of the sciatica—tenderness along the track of the nerve and 
lameness were constantly experienced—he would have a spell 


of severe colic, only relieved by the position in which I saw 


him. A few powders of Colocynthis 8000 were surprisingly 
quick and effectual in affording relief. Three years later, he 
came to me, with a return of his neuralgia, attended by the 


‘same colic, when Colocynthis 3x relieved him as quickly and 


effectually as the higher potency had done. Eight years 
later, I treated this patient for a slight gastric disturbance, 
at which time he told me that he had been entirely free from 
colic and sciatica since I last prescribed Colocynthis 38x. 
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Case II. A young married woman, of good social stand- 
ing, had sciatica three years. ‘The exacerbations became 
more and more severe, until she was compelled to seek her 


bed, to which she had been confined some weeks when I was’ 
called to see her. The painful leg, the left, was atrophied. — 


I treated her several weeks without any effect, and was about 
to give up the case, as my predecessors (two Allopaths and 
two Homeceopaths) had done, in disgust, when I concluded to 
make one last desperate effort to find a remedy. [I investi- 
gated the case de novo, inquiring into every detail of her ail- 
ments since childhood, into her habits of life, etc., and finally, 
not without tears and blushes of shame, she admitted having 


contracted a gonorrhoea which had been treated and cured (?) ~ 
by her then medical attendant with injections. The first — 


twinges of her sciatica were felt when she was pronounced cured 
of the venereal disease. My course seemed clear then, and on 


August 3, 1883, I gave her Thuja 3, with relief of pain in a 


few days. On August 17th the remedy was repeated, and 
again on August 27th; the result became a complete cure. I 
saw this patient at Atlantic City this summer in most excel- 
lent health. 


~ 


Fiuortc Actp In Coccyaopynta.—By Dr. Mohr.—Neural- 
gia of the coccygeal nerves often proves a troublesome affec- 
tion, especially as I have found it in subjects of a rheumatic 
tendency. I merely in this place wish to call attention to 
Fluoric acid as aremedy. I have found it to cure men and 
women, when there was excessive itching in the region of 
the coccyx, and moreover in cases where Rhus tox., Ruta 
and Silicea seemed indicated, doing some good perhaps, but 
not effecting a cure.—Penna State Trans. 


Ovarian Remepres.—From a paper by Harriet J. Sartain, 
Philadelphia.—Ovaritis should be treated by the indicated 
remedies. While our text-books give Apis for the right ovary, 
I have found it more useful for the left. I have often cured 


an irritation of the left ovary with Apisalone. I change the 


potency instead of the remedy in affections of the left ovary, 
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until fully satisfied ‘Apis will not do the work. Next in 
value for the left is Lackesis. For the right Belladonna and 
Avis; and for either if indurated, with constant burning pain, 
Ars. iodatum. The potencies I prefer are the 3d, 30th and 
200th.—Penna State Trans. 


ProGRessive ANZMIA Curep By ArGENTUM Nirricum.—By 
Dr. Mohr—Some years ago I treated a case of anemia which 
threatened to prove pernicious, and which I refer to here: 
only to show the value of Argentum nitricum in malnutri- 
tion when there is great craving for sweets. The case was 
that ‘of a middle-aged, unmarried woman, who was amen- 
orrheeic, had a bloodless face, suffered with fever paroxysms, 
and was losing flesh to an alarming extent. Her physician, 
an allopath, during a period of eight months had exhausted 
all his measures for relief, and then consented to have her 
apply to a Homceepathist. When consulted, I learned that 
she had a great hunger for candy or sugar, loathed all other 
food, and was satisfied only when her craving was satisfied, 
although the sweets showed a tendency to provoke diarrhea. 
A careful examination revealed no organic disease, and hence 
I gave Argent. nit. 6, with every assurance that it would do 
good, and I was not mistaken, for week after week witnessed 
improvement. Pulsat. re-established the menses, and in a 
few months her lost flesh had been regained, much to the 
astonishment of the allopath, who declared that there must 
be something in Homeopathy after all.—Penn State Trans. 


A New Usk For O1t.—During the present season 
we have had under treatment a patient suffering from ‘‘nery- 
ous irritable weakness.” There had been urethritis some 
years ago, and he had then painful soreness of the penis ex- 
ternally, with scalding cutting on micturition. While in 
Chicago he had been under treatment by Dr. Kippax, who, 
to relieve the urethral irritability, used injections of Mullein 
oil, and the patient says with great and immediate benefit. 
Undoubtedly the value of Mullein oil as a local analgesic is 
great, and we would be glad tv hear from our readers reports 
of its various uses for this purpose.—(Eb. H. BR.) 
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The two following cases are sent by Mr. Aihetit of Phil- 
adelphia, a fully competent observer: 


Cure py Symprytum.—T'wo years ago (summer of 1885) a 
young girl of thirteen while at a picnic sprained her ankle 


and otherwise badly hurt her foot. She recovered sufficiently 


to be able to walk about as,usual, but could never remain on 


her feet any length of time nor walk any distance without her 


foot swelling and becoming exceedingly painful, and this con- 
dition seemed to grow worse rather than better. There hap- 


_ pened to be a bottle of Symphytum, the liquid for external 


application, about the house, and one day when her foot was 


exceedingly painful one of her companions said, ‘‘C——, try 


this; perhaps it will help you.” The hint was taken, half in 
a joke, the remedy in 0 applied externally, and the result was 


that very soou the pain ceased, for the first time in two years ~ 
the foot was absolutely free from swelling, and to-day is as 


strong as ever, and the longest walks produce not the slight- 


est bad effects. The cure was purely haphazard, but it is 


certainly a remarkable one. 


CurE BY Oru.—My mother, who is sixty-two years 


of age, has been gradually losing her hearing for nearly five 


years, and lately it was necessary to almost shout to make 
her hear at any distance. We had tacitly concluded, IL sup- 
pose, that medical treatment of any kind was useless, for 
none was attempted, until I read in the Homeopathic Ke- 
corder concerning Mullein oil. I got a bottle of it and taking 
it home Handed it to mother, saying, in a raised voice, 
‘* Here is something to bring back your hearing.” She had 
two or three drops put into each ear that same night before 
going to bed, and also put cottonin. The next morning to 
her own delight, and to the very great surprise of all her 
family, she appeared to hear as well as ever and has con- 
tinued to do so for now nearly four weeks. She has used 
the oil three times, the last time when a slight cold seemed 
to impair her hearing and it at once removed the trouble. 
Whether the cure is permanent of course no one can say, 
but that it is a cure at present is undeniable. 
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POPULAR DEPARTMENT. | 


POULTICES. 


A well made poultice is a most comfortable thing; but if. 
not well made to begin with, or if not properly applied, or if 
left on too long, it is as uncomfortable a thing as can be 
- imagined. The advantages of a poultice are its heat and 

moisture. 
- Sometimes only its moisture is needed, as in the case of 
- wounds, to keep them from superficial closure.. Boiling 
water, then, must be had. Scald out the tin basin first. Fill | 
with as much boiling water as needed. Slowly sift into the 
water, while stirring vigorously, any kind of meal. Linseed 
(flax-seed) meal is often used because of its oiliness, by 
_ reason of which its moisture is kept longer, but oat meal or 
corn meal does very well. A still nicer poultice can be made 
of starch, either laundry or cooking starch. A paste is first 
made by rubbing the starch with cold water. Then this 
paste is added to boiling water and boiled for a minute or 
two. Whatever material is used the poultice must be just 
stiff enough to spread well. Lay, on a board previously 
heated on the stove, the back cloth of several thicknesses, 


_ folded to the size of the poultice wanted. Spread on this the ~ 


poultice, A knife, occasionally dipped in hot water, makes 


- avery good spatula for spreading the paste. COver with a 


thin cloth sufficiently large to allow doubling back over the 
edges and fastening securely at the back. Roll the poultice 
up in flannel if any time intervenes before applying it. If 
it is desirable not to irritate the skin, the poultice may be 
oiled before applying. After leaving the poultice in place 
for a few minutes to make sure the heat of it can be borne, 
it should be covered with several thicknesses of flannel to 
prevent loss of heat, and then securely fastened to the patient 
to avoid the entrance of air between it and the skin. 


A. W. 


a 
4 
w 
. 
a 
+ 
4 
ee 
x 
7 
be 
a 
i 
4 
4 
4 
| 
| 
| 
be 
w 
” 
% e 
4 
} 
* 
he” 


DEPARTMENT. 


VITAL FORCE (LEBENSKRAFT). 
_ In 1820 Oerstedt discovered that the electric current run- 
ning along a Wire renders magnetic a piece of soft iron put in 


it. This is the principle of the electro-magnet and of the 
blessed telegraph invention. 


Look on our blood vessels and you will find a marvelous 


electro-magnet too. The ramifications of the nervus sympa- 


thieus surround the capillaries, forming thus an electric wire 
in which runs a solution of soft iron, viz: the blood, iron and 


blood, all becomes magnetic carrying through Endosmoic 
this powerful force in each cell of the organism, and you 


have this mysterious force, called by the Germans “‘Lebens- 
kraft, ” demonstrated. 

_ The ‘‘vital force” exists; you have here laid down one of 
the greatest phenomena of life. And let us give praise, honor 
and glory to Him, who created all things, and who ‘‘reveal- 


eth the deep and the secret things; He knoweth what i is. in 


the darkness, and the light dwelleth with Him.”. 
ACHILLE RaMSEYER, M. D. 


TISSUE REMEDIES DISEASES THE EAR. 


Dr. Henry C. Houghton, directs attention to the tissue 
remedies in diseases of the ear, as in his practice he has 
found them very useful: 


Calc. phos. he finds of value in scrofulous diseases of 
children, affecting the, bones or in general debility, malassim- 
ilation of even abundant food, in restoration of osseous 
structure after suppuration, and in delayed dentition. Cal- 
cara fluorica in one case of caries of the roof of the auditory 
meatus gave a new reparative impulsejwhen silicea and cal- 
carea phos. failed to check the disease. Ferrum phos. in 
acute inflammation of the middle ear, acts better, more 
promptly and covers a wider range of cases without symp- 
toms that are characteristic than any other remedy. When 
inflammation extends to the mastoid cells, and when cerebral 


complications arise, it is equally effective. It is also indi-— 


= 


ee 
~ 


7 4 © 
= 


M 
“ 
4 
‘ 
* 
t J a 
& 
Ba 
A 


> ™ 
Liq 
| 
~ 
a 
~ 
- 
~ 
= 
Ny 
| bid 
aa 
be 
iy 
by 
tw 
ity 
"4 
a 
> 
7, 
hy 
5 


cated in acute catarrh of the middle ear with decided red-- 
ness of the membrana typani, beating in the ear, every im- 


sudden or continued motion, especially so the beating. In 
kali mur, Dr. Houghton believes we have the long-desired 
remedy for chronic catarrhal inflammation of the middle ear. 
It reduces swelling of tissue and guards against loss of sub- 
stance. It acts upon the eustachian tube as promptly as does © 


symptoms. When mercurius is indicated, the mucous mem- 
brane of the pharynx is dark red, thick, secreting a stringy 


paler, thin, with multiple adenoid elevations, . secreting 
white, tough mucous and a similar secretion is exuded from 
the posterior nares, causing a subjective symptom of ob- 
struction associated with efforts to dislodge mucus by snuff- 


the secretions are yellowand sticky, Kal: phos. is indicated 
‘in nervous phrases of disease or degeneration of tissue, sup- 


‘subjective sounds or tinnitus from anemia; nervous prostra- 
tion. Magnesium phos. is indicated in spasmodic affections, 


earache with toothache; neuralgia following acute otitis.— 


Beef, Mutton, Veal, Ham; Beef Peptonoids (Beef, milk and 


Onions, Celery, Cresses, Cabbage, Tomatoes, Radishes, 
Spinach, Lettuce, Greens, String-beans, Summer Squash, | 
‘Turnips; Stale Bread, sparingly; Toast, sparingly; Gluten 
Biscuit; (only three ounces of bread stuff per day); Grapes, 
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pulse of the heart being felt in the ear; pressive pains 
relieved by pressure, epistaxis, etc. The suffering is re- 
lieved by quiet in recumbent position and aggravated by 


mercurius dulce, but in cases with radically opposite objective — 


mucous. In kali mur., the mucous membrane is rather 


ing or hawking. uli sulph, is similar to the muriate, but 
puration with dark foetid pus; in deafness of old people with 


in neuralgia or otalgia, neuralgic spasm of tensor tympani, 


Trans. N. Y. Hom. Med. Soc., 1886. 


DIET IN OBESITY. 
Beef Tea, Mutton Broth; Chicken Soup, Stewed Oysters; 


gluten); Eggs in all forms; Game, all kinds; Poultry, all 
kinds; Fish, all kinds; Beans, Peas, Asparagus, Cauliflower, 
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‘Poputan DEPARTMENT. 


Oranges, Cherries, Berries; Water, plentifully, if excretion 
of urea is deficient; Tea or Coffee without sugar or milk, 
Wines, occasionally. 


Avoid thick Soup, Sauces and Spices, Hominy, Oitsaeal. | 


Maccaroni, Irish Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes, Rice, Beets, 
Carrots, Parsnips, Puddings, Pies, Cakes; all Sweets, Milk, 


Water, if urea is in excess; alcoholic Stimulents; all sugar 
-and-starch forming materials. 


Exercise should be plentiful, walking up a declivity to 
strengthen heart action. Mind should be kept active. Fat 
need not be wholly avoided. 


REFLEX NASAL COUGH. 


Dr. E. Creswell Baber concludes from his observations 


respecting: reflex nasal cough, as follows: 1. Reflex nasal 


cough is only exceptionally produced by probing the anterior 
part of the inferior and middle turbinated bodies and the 
tubercle of the septum. 2. In children it is not very uncom. 
mon to find that a slight hacking cough can be produced by 
irritating the anterior end of the inferior turbinated body. 


3. The cough reaction may occur without erection of the in- 


ferior turbinated bodies and may be intermittent in character. 
4. Reflex nasal cough and the act of sneezing are very closely 
associated, and probably represent different forms or degrees 
_ of the same irritation. The practical outcome of these con- 
siderations is, that in cases of spasmodic cough not other- 
wise to be accounted for, we should do well to examine care- 
fully the nasal cavities in regard to the reflex irritability of 
their lining membrane.—Practitioner. 


ToBACCO, as a cause of muscular rheumatism, is mentioned 
by Dr. Edward Anderson, in the Alaryland Medical Journal. 


He thinks there is evidence of a causative relation in a large 


number of cases, and says that all remedies prove unavailing 
until the use of the weed is discontinued. 
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EMOTIONAL ICTERUS ACCOMPANIED BY A GEN- 
ERUPTION OF LICHEN. 

Dr. Negel (Le Progres Med.) reports the case of a young 
man who had a urethal discharge and a herpetic eruption on 
the mucous membrane of the prepuce. He cauterized the 
latter with nitrate of silver. This led to an acute balanitis, 
going on to gangrenous ulceration. He was terribly alarmed © 
lest the whole organ should slough away. His urine became 
datk in color, the feces pale, and a general and intense 
icterus was manifest. An eraption of lichen then supervened. 
Under treatment the balanitis and the biliary derangement 
disappeared in three weeks, but the eruption remained for 
some time longer. This observation appears to the author 
interesting from the point of view of the nature of icterus 
and lichen. The liver and other organs were healthy, there 
had been no gastric excess or history of cold; one can only 
put down the cause to a strong moral emotion, induced by 
fear. At the same time the patient was of an herpetic nature 
and the moral perturbation acted only as an accidental agent 
in making appear the manifestation of a constitutional 
diathesis.— Annals of Surgery, November, 1886. 


Dr. Karcuevskt, a Russian allopath, reports that he has — 
successfully treated patients who had been bitten by rabid 
wolves, by the use of cantharides. This is another allo- 
pathic ‘‘new discovery” in therapeutics. 


ARSENIC IN Myxoma.—M. Cadiot reports the case of a 
- horse which presented at times the symptoms of pulmonary 
emphysema. ‘T'he animal was treated with Arsenious acid, 
and after some time discharged with the excrement a tumor 
which was found to be a myxoma. Knowing the action of 
Arsenic on certain tumors of the skin it may be supposed 
that this remedy contributed to the separation and discharge 


of the intestinal tumor.—Jour. des. Sov. Scientifiques, January 
20th, 1887. 
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